






 
Third Meeting of Experts of the US-USSR on the System of Simultaneous 
Warning on Tsunamis 
 
The Third Session of the Joint US-USSR Meeting of Experts on the system of 
Simultaneous Warnings of Tsunamis was held in USA from November 29 to 
December 8, 1978.  Segments of the meeting were held in Boulder, Colorado;  
La Jolla, California; Honolulu, Hawaii; and Washington, D.C.  USSR was 
represented by Dr. V. M. Popov, Chief, Arctic, Antartic and Marine Depart- 
ment of the USSR State Committee on Hydrometeorology and the Control of the 
Natural Environment; Dr. A. V. Lipovka, Director of Operations, USSR State 
Committee on Hydrometeorology and the Control of the Natural Environment;  
Dr. K. F. Sergeyev, Director, Sakhalin Complex Scientific Research Institute, 
Academy of Sciences of the USSR and Dr. A. F. A1ekseyev, Deputy Director, 
Computing Center, Siberian Branch of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR.  
USA was represented by the Project Leader, Mr. Bert J. Thompson, Chief, 
Oceanographic Services Branch, NOAA-National Weather Service, and by the 
Meeting Coordinator, Mr. Mark Spaeth, Tsunami Specialist, NOAA-National 
Weather Service.  
  
 
Aside from the US and the USSR delegations, attendees included Dr. George 
Pararas-Carayannis, Director, ITIC; Mr. Ncrman Ridgway, Associate Director, 
ITIC; Mr. Gerry C. Dohler, Chairman of ITSU; Dr. Eddie Bernard, Director, 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center; Lt. Dennis Sigrist, Ocean Services Program 
Coordinator; and Mr. Myron Kerner, Pacific Region, National Weather Service 
The US tsunami research community at the University of Hawaii in Honolulu  
was represented by Dr. Harold Loomis, by Dr. Lester Spielvogel and Dr.  
Robert Harvey.  Ms. Erika Desbonnet was the official conference interpreter.  
 
 

 
 

Some participants and observers to the Third Meeting of 
Experts of the US-USSR on the System of Simultaneous 
Warnings on Tsunamis, in Honolulu.  From left to right:  
Harold Loomis, Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis,  
Dr. Mr. Gerry Dohler, Mr. Mark Spaeth, Dr. K.F. Sergeyev,  
Dr. A.V. Lipovka, Dr. Eddie Bernard, Ms. Erika Desbonnet, 
Dr. V.M. Popov, Dr. A.F. Alekseyev, Dr. Robert Harvey     
and Dr. Lester Spielvogel.  
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-  Both sides will exchange technical publications through the International  
Tsunami Information Center on a continuing basis.  
 
-  Both sides agree that research is needed into the problem of identifying  
earthquakes which are tsunamigenic based on seismic data alone and will call  
the need to intensify work in this field to the attention of appropriate  
government authorities and scientific bodies.  
 
-  It was agreed to hold a fourth meeting of Experts during the second half  
of 1980 in the Soviet Union.  
 
 

 
Visiting participants and observers to the Third Meeting of Experts of the  
US-USSR on the System of Simultaneous Warnings on Tsunamis. From left to  
right: Dr. V.M. Popov, Dr. A.F. Alekseyev, Dr. K.F. Sergeyev, Ms. Erika 
Desbonnet, Gerry Dohler, Dr. A.V. Lipovka, and Mr. Mark Spaeth.  
 
Scientists Missing at Sea  
 
The 94-foot motor vessel "Holo Holo," leased to the University of Hawaii, is 
missing from an oceanographic research mission. The ship left Honolulu on  
9 December for a research mission off the west coast of the island of Hawaii 
for an Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC) project.  The ship failed to pick 
up three more scientists on the 11th or December at Kawaiahae, Hawaii.  
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During his visit, LCDR Hinsheranan also  
visited the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center 
(PTWC) and familiarized himself with the 
operations of the International Tsunami  
Warning System.  In addition, LCDR Hin-  
sheranan became familiar with civil  
defense procedures which may be applica-  
ble, not only to tsunamis, but to other 
disasters which are more frequent in  
Thailand.  
 
 
 
 
LCDR Sumeth Hinsheranan poses with Mr.  
Norman Ridgway (left), Associate Director  
and Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis,  
Director, ITIC.  
 

 
Japanese Scientists Visit ITIC  
 
Dr. Ahiroshi Miyakawa, Deputy Director Earthquake Preparedness Division,  
Sizuoka Prefecture Government, Mr. Takao Matsumura, Sociologist at Tokyo 
University, and Dr. S. Watanabe, Seismological Division of the Sizuoka  
Prefecture Government visited ITIC in early December for the purpose of 
familiarizing themselves with the Pacific Tsunami Warning System, and ITIC. 
The Japanese scientists were escorted by Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis in  
their visits to the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center and the Hawaii State  
Civil Defense facilities in Honolulu.  Mr. Robert Schank of the Hawaii  
State Civil Defense gave the visiting scientists a presentation on civil 
preparedness in time of emergency.  A major earthquake has been predicted  
for Sizuoka Prefecture in the near future, so the familiarization visits 
arranged by ITIC were of great interest to the Japanese scientists who are 
charged with the responsibility of disaster preparedness and planning in  
their country.  
 
 
PAGASA Seismologist Visits ITIC  
 
Mr. Rolando G. Valenzuela, Chief Seismologist with the Philippine Atmos- 
pheric Geophysical and Astronomical Administration (PAGASA), who had been  
on a training mission in Canada for the last six months, visited Honolulu  
in the later part of December for the purpose of familiarizing himself  
with the work of TTIC and the operations of the Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center.  
 
ITSU Chairman Visits ITIC  
 
ITSU Chairman, Mr. Gerry Dohler, visited ITIC in early December and had 
discussions with Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis, Director and Mr. Norman  
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 



















along a highly tsunamigenic region, the 
submarine trench that extends from 
Japan to the Mariana Islands.  JIMAR 
scientists designed and built high res- 
olution bottom pressure recorders which 
can detect sea level changes of less 
than 1 cm. beneath 7 km of ocean.  
 
Dr. Harvey and Lt. Poole traveled to 
the USSR in August to join the expedi- 
tion team aboard the Soviet research  
vessel R/V VALERIAN URYVAEV.  The  
ship's complement consisted of the two 
Americans, 11 Soviet scientists and 24 
crew members, including 4 women.  The  
URYVAEV is a medium sized weather ship 
usually found launching balloons amid  
the ice floes of the Okhotsk Sea.  The 
expedition took the ship and her crew  
on an 8,000 mile trek south to Saipan, 
through the Caroline Islands and across 
the equator.  
 
Cruising along the seaward side of the 
trench, the expedition team deployed 
buoyed current meter arrays, ocean 
bottom seismometers and the bottom  
pressure recorders.  While these in-  
struments were recording data the team 
went on to make repeated hydrographic 
casts across the Kuroshio current,  
using a conductivity, temperature and  
depth (CTD) and expendable bathy-  
thermograph (XBT's) from NOAA's Pacific  
Marine Environmental Laboratory in Seattle.  The Kuroshio measurements  
were intended to provide ground truth for the recently launched SEASAT 
satellite radar altimeter.  These data, taken in September during the  
locked orbit period of the satellite have since become invaluable since  
NASA lost contact with SEASAT on October 9.  
 
After a second stop in Saipan the expedition recovered instruments and  
made more hydrographic sections across the Kuroshio.  
 
Although no tsunamigenic earthquakes occurred during the two month 
expedition~ rare ocean bottom, sea level and seismic data were recorded  
in addition to the unique Kuroshio measurements.  
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Top to Bottom: Dr. Robert 
Harvey, Dr. Alex Rabinovich 
and LT Steve Poole launch a  
Bottom Pressure Recorder off 
the fantail of the URYVAEV.  



 

  
              Crew and Scientists on the R/V VALERIAN URYVAEV 
 
 

  
           R/V VALERIAN URYVAEV amid the ice in the Okhotsk Sea  
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Some of the participants to the Tsunami Session of the. Long 
Wave Symposium in Ottawa, Canada, June 6-8,1978. From  
left to right: LT John Nelson, Dr. Lester Spielvogel, Dr. 
Harold Loomis, Mr. Sydney Wigen, Dr. Gabriel Godin (con- 
ference organizer) and Dr. Muss.  

 
                                                 ABSTRACTS AND RESUMES 
 
Tsunami -- A Selected Bibliography 
 
Rani J. K. Chawla  
Marine Sciences Directorate 
Department of Fisheries & the Environment  
Ottawa, Canada  
 
Manuscript Report Series No. 51, 1978 
 
The bibliography is presented in microfiche form.  About l,900 references 
to tsunami literature, in the fields of seismology, oceanography, aeronomy 
and geology are given.  
 
Methods of Calculating Tsunami Origin and Spreading 
 
Edited by S. L. Soloviev  
 
Publishing House "Nauka," Moscow, 1978, 144 pp, price 1 rouble 40 copecks.  
 
Contents:  
 
V.A.Bernshtein:  On mechanism and mathematical description of the tsunami 
excitation process.  
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ITIC WISHES 
 

HEALTH 
 

HAPPINESS 
 

AND 
 

PROSPERITY 
 

TO ALL DURING THE NEW YEAR ! ! 
 

 

 
 

 
ITIC staff posing in front of the ITIC office prior to 
moving to their new location. From left to right:  
Mrs. Millie Ching, Secretary; Dr. George Pararas- 
Carayannis, Director; Ms. Lori Nishimura, Librarian; 
Mr. Norman Ridgway, Associate Director; and Ms. Susan 
Nishioka, Computer Programmer.  
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